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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
ARCHAEOLOGY IN COLORADO IS...

Statewide

Archaeological sites are widespread in Colorado, and
the benefits that come from archaeological investigations
contribute to the prosperity of communities throughout

all corners of the state. Mining sites and ghost towns

in mountain communities, old homesteads on the Great
Plains, rock art on the Western Slope, and indigenous
sites in the San Luis Valley demonstrate the statewide
scope of archaeology. As different as these landscapes
and discoveries are, they all contribute to a fuller and
more vibrant picture of the history of Colorado, while
stimulating local economies. This report looks at a diverse
array of archaeological benefits across the state.

Rural and Small-Town Colorado: Sites and museums
in places like Dolores, Fairplay, Pagosa Springs, Trinidad,
and Wray show that rural and small-town Colorado

is rich with sites of great archaeological importance.
These sites and museums attract visitors and generate
substantial economic benefits for each of these
communities.

Urban Colorado: In Colorado’s larger cities,

museums like the Denver Museum of Nature and

Science and El Pueblo archaeological site in Pueblo
explore archaeological experiences in urban settings.
Archaeological sites in urban areas also benefit rapidly
growing communities by preserving land and minimizing
urban sprawl, exemplified by the Magic Mountain site in
Golden (see page 56).

Archaeology is present in
every corner of the state.
The projects highlighted in
this report are only a small
sample of the work being
done to preserve Colorado’s
colorful history.




